VOYAGE  FROM EGYPT  TO  SYRIA.

The bar at the outlet of the Rosetta branch of
the Nile was now distinctly visible a-head, and
a fleet of about fifty jerms* was seen coming
out, bound for Alexandria, for which port the
wind was highly favourable.
We continued to advance so slowly,.with a
scant wind and a contrary current, that at noon
the vessel had scarcely changed her place or
altered the bearing of the land; while the jerms
going off with a flowing sheet were soon out of
sight to the westward.
The wind freshened in force, but still con-
tinued in the same quarter throughout the
afternoon, enabling us to stem the current of
the Nile, and get into clearer and salter water.
The edge of division between the muddy
stream of the river and the greener mass of the
sea, was most distinctly marked, as well by their
striking difference of colour as by the rippled
agitation of the one, and the comparative still-
ness of the other. The current of the Nile
rushing out at the rate of about three knots an
hour to the northward, appeared to continue its
force, undiminished, for nearly five miles beyond
its mouth. The united resistance of the northerly
wind upon its surface, and the whole body of
the sea upon its under stream, could be no
* . - a large boat with latteen sails, peculiar to the
Egyptian coast.